Making proteins into drugs: assisted delivery of proteins and peptides into living neurons.
The introduction of exogenous proteins and peptides into cells is a valuable experimental approach. However, exogenous proteins are not internalized by living cells readily. This limitation has been overcome by the development of peptide-based methods that assist in the delivery of exogenous proteins into the cytoplasm and nucleus. These methods may facilitate the in vivo delivery of reagents in therapies aimed at neurodegenerative disorders and recovery from nervous system injury.